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​Magdalena​ ​Jetelová​ ​(b.​ ​1946)​ ​is​ ​one​ ​of​ ​the​ ​most​ ​significant​ ​figures​ ​in​​contemporary​​European​​art,​
​whose​ ​environmental​ ​and​​spatial​​interventions​​open​​new​​ways​​of​​thinking​​about​​landscape,​​politics,​
​and​ ​memory.​ ​From​ ​the​ ​outset​ ​of​ ​her​ ​career,​ ​she​ ​has​ ​engaged​ ​with​ ​scale​ ​and​ ​spatial​ ​articulation,​
​consistently​ ​pushing​ ​beyond​ ​the​ ​traditional​ ​boundaries​ ​of​ ​sculpture​ ​and​ ​expanding​ ​its​ ​field​ ​toward​
​architecture, landscape, and conceptual strategies.​

​After​ ​emigrating​ ​to​ ​Germany,​ ​Jetelová​ ​began​ ​developing​ ​site-specific​ ​projects​ ​that​ ​respond​ ​to​ ​the​
​character​​of​​a​​given​​location​​–​​its​​historical​​layers​​as​​well​​as​​its​​geopolitical​​context.​​Her​​large-scale​
​landscape​ ​interventions,​ ​often​ ​employing​ ​fire,​ ​smoke,​ ​light,​ ​or​ ​laser​ ​projections,​​belong​​among​​the​
​most​ ​distinctive​ ​contributions​​to​​European​​land​​art.​​These​​luminous​​drawings​​connect​​the​​specificity​
​of​ ​chosen​ ​sites​ ​with​ ​textual​ ​fragments​ ​that​​articulate​​broader​​social,​​environmental,​​and​​existential​
​questions.​​Ephemerality​​and​​temporality​​are​​fundamental​​to​​Jetelová’s​​practice;​​most​​of​​these​​works​
​now persist primarily through photographic documentation.​

​Working​ ​with​ ​natural​ ​elements​ ​forms​ ​a​ ​continuous​ ​thread​ ​throughout​ ​her​ ​oeuvre.​ ​Experiments​
​conducted​ ​around​ ​her​ ​studio​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Šárka​ ​Valley​ ​–​ ​sending​ ​out​ ​smoke​ ​signals​ ​and​ ​subsequently​
​obscuring​​them​​–​​led​​to​​the​​creation​​of​​her​​first​​smoke​​drawings.​​She​​later​​expanded​​this​​approach​​in​
​a​ ​series​ ​of​ ​pyrotechnic​​drawings,​​using​​heat​​and​​controlled​​explosions​​to​​generate​​image​​structures​
​that​ ​evoke​ ​natural​ ​processes,​ ​geological​ ​formations,​ ​or​ ​energetic​ ​lines​ ​shaping​ ​the​ ​landscape.​
​Throughout​ ​her​​career,​​Jetelová​​has​​repeatedly​​returned​​to​​themes​​of​​interaction,​​shifts​​in​​time​​and​
​space,​ ​and​ ​scale,​ ​choosing​ ​materials​ ​defined​ ​by​ ​their​ ​instability,​ ​ephemerality,​ ​or​ ​transformative​
​nature.​

​Magdalena​ ​Jetelová​ ​studied​ ​sculpture​ ​at​ ​the​ ​Academy​ ​of​ ​Fine​ ​Arts​ ​in​ ​Prague.​ ​She​ ​served​ ​as​ ​a​
​professor​​at​​Kunstakademie​​Düsseldorf​​from​​1989​​to​​2004​​and​​subsequently​​at​​the​​Academy​​of​​Fine​
​Arts​ ​in​ ​Munich​ ​from​ ​2004​ ​to​ ​2011.​ ​Her​ ​international​ ​reputation​ ​has​ ​been​ ​reinforced​ ​through​
​presentations​ ​at​ ​numerous​ ​major​ ​exhibitions​ ​and​ ​institutions,​ ​including​​Tate​​Modern​​in​​London,​​the​
​Museum of Modern Art in New York, and Documenta 8 in Kassel.​



​EDUCATION:​

​1965–1967​
​Academy of Fine Arts in Prague​

​1967–1968​
​Accademia di Brera, Milano​

​1968–1971​
​Academy of Fine Arts in Prague​

​SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS:​

​2025​
​Domestication of a pyamid​​, LOHAUS SOMINSKY, Munich, Germany​

​2023​
​Domestication​ ​of​ ​a​ ​pyamid​​,​ ​LOHAUS​ ​SOMINSKY,​ ​Munich,​ ​Germany​ ​Magdalena​ ​Jetelová,​ ​LOHAUS​
​SOMINSKY, Munich, Germany​

​2020​
​Pacific​ ​Ring​ ​of​ ​Fire​​,​ ​Walter​ ​Storms​ ​Galerie,​ ​Munich,​​Germany​​2017​​Touch​​of​​Time,​​National​​Gallery,​
​Prague, Czechia​

​2013​
​(Des) Orientation​​, Olomouc Museum, Olomouc, Czechia​

​2012​
​(Des) Orientation​​, Kunstforum Ostdeutsche Galerie, Regensburg, Germany​

​2011​
​(Des) Orientation​​, La Biennale di Venezia, Venice, Italy Galerie Angelika Harthan, Karlsruhe, Germany​

​2010​
​Landscape of Transformation​​, Kunsthalle Mannheim, Mannheim, Germany​

​2009​
​Brno Art Open, Brno, Czechia​

​2008​
​Abflug​​, H2 – Zentrum für Gegenwartskunst, Augsburg, Germany​
​Galerie, Walter Storms, Munich, Germany​

​2007​
​Die Kunst zu sammeln​​, Stiftung Museum Kunstpalast, Düsseldorf, Germany​

​2006​
​Venceremos/Sale​​, Kunstforum, Regensburg, Germany​
​Implants​​, Galerie Angelika Harthan, Stuttgart, Germany​

​2005​
​Architekturmobil​​, Wilhelm-Hack-Museum, Ludwigshafen, Germany​
​Water, Air, Earth, Fire​​, Museum of Contemporary Art of Villa Croce, Genua, Italy​



​2004​
​Iceland Project​​, Galerie Janoptik, Jena, Germany​

​2002​
​Grafik der Gegenwart​​, Kunstforum, Bonn, Germany​

​2001​
​Das Plateau​​, Guardini Galerie, Berlin, Germany​

​1999​
​Photographs/Sculptures​​, Carnegie Mellon University, Pittsburgh, United States​

​1997​
​Zwischen den Stühlen​​, Badisches Landesmuseum, Karlsruhe, Germany​

​1996​
​Translocation II​​, Institut Mathildehöhe, Darmstadt, Germany​

​1995​
​Galerie Harthan, Stuttgart, Germany​
​Galerie Lippke, Frankfurt am Main, Germany​

​1994​
​Translocation​​, Kunstverein Hannover, Hannover, Germany Forum Kunst, Rottweil, Germany​

​1993​
​lceland Project​​, Belvedere, Prague, Czechia​
​Feuer, Erde, Wasser, Luft​​, Südliche Deichtorhalle, Hamburg, Germany​

​1992​
​Domestizierung​​einer​​Pyramide​​,​​MAK,​​Vienna,​​Austria​​Drawn​​in​​the​​90s,​​Katonah​​Museum​​of​​Art,​​New​
​York, United States​

​1991​
​Three Rooms​​, Galerie Franck + Schulte, Berlin, Germany 1990 John Weber Gallery, New York​

​1988​
​Hamburger Kunsthalle, Hamburg, Germany​

​1987​
​The Museum of Modern Art, New York, United States​

​1986​
​Staatliche Kunsthalle, Baden-Baden, Germany​

​1985​
​Riverside Studios Serpentine Gallery, London, United Kingdom​

​1984​
​Galerie Walter Storms, Munich, Germany​

​SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS:​



​2026​
​The Space Between​​, KodlContemporary, Prague, Czechia​

​2024​
​Abstrakte Horizonte​​, Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich, Germany​

​2019​
​Abstrakte Horizonte​​, Pinakothek der Moderne, Munich, Germany​
​The Big Sleep​​, Haus der Kunst, Munich, Germany​

​2018​
​Achtung – Mind the Gap​​, ROHKUNSTBAU, Lieberose, Germany​

​2014​
​Creacio Continua​​, Haus der Kunst, Munich, Germany​

​2012​
​Bunkers. Mystical, Barbaric, Bored​​, Contemporary Museum, Wroclaw, Poland​

​2011​
​The Lucifer Effect​​, Dox Center for Contemporary Art, Prague, Czechia​

​2010​
​25 Künstler in 25 Jahren Brünn,​​Kunstverein Wilhelmshöhe, Ettlingen, Germany​

​1996​
​Freedsculptur​​, Ludwig Forum, Aachen, Germany​

​1995​
​Riss im Raum​​, Martin-Gropius-Bau, Berlin, Germany​

​1993​
​Mediale​​, Deichtorhallen, Hamburg, Germany​

​1991​
​Skulpturale Ereignisse​​, Kunsthalle Düsseldorf, Düsseldorf, Germany​
​Inheritance and Transformation​​, Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin, Ireland​
​Sowers of Myth​​, Chicago Art Center, Chicago, United States​

​1988​
​11 Künstlern 11 Räume​​, Schloss Morsbroich, Leverkusen, Germany​

​1987​
​Documenta VIII, Kassel, Germany​

​1985​
​Kunst mit Eigensinn​​, Museum des 20. Jahrhunderts, Vienna, Austria​

​1983​
​8 Künstler aus Prag​​, Künstlerwerkstätten Lothringer Straße, Munich, Germany​

​AWARDS:​

​2023​



​Ladislav Sutnar Prize, Ladislav Sutnar Faculty of Design and Art, University of West Bohemia​

​2015​
​Award of the Bundesverdienstkreuz​

​2006​
​Lovis-Corinth-Prize, Künstlergilde Esslingen​

​1999​
​Jill Watson Award, Pittsburgh​

​1997​
​Robert Jacobsen Prize, Museum Würth Foundation​

​1991​
​Max Lütze Prize, Stuttgart​

​1989​
​City of Darmstadt Art Prize​

​1988​
​Glockengasse Prize, Cologne​

​1988​
​Overbeck Art Prize, Lübeck​

​1987​
​Scholarship from the IFA​

​1986​
​Prize of the Philip Morris Dimension V Competition​

​1985​
​Scholarship of the City of Munich​

​PUBLIC COLLECTIONS:​

​National Gallery, Prague, Czechia​
​Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, DC, United States​
​Centre Pompidou, Paris, France​
​Museum der Stadt, Darmstadt, Germany​
​The Henry Moore Institute, Leeds, United Kingdom​


